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Military News and More...

Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and the 26th Black  

History 2021 Special 
Edition 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South  
Tribune’s 2021 Juneteenth 

Edition on Black Infor-
mation Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     -The Mid-South Tribune-

PHILIPPINE SEA (Nov. 20, 2021) - Damage Controlman 2nd Class Kenneth Pratcher, from Memphis, Tenn., leads the 
color guard during a chief pinning ceremony on the flight deck of the Independence-variant littoral combat ship USS 
Jackson (LCS 6), during routine operations. Jackson, part of Destroyer Squadron Seven, is on a rotational deployment 
in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operation to enhance interoperability with partners and serve as a ready-response force in 
support of a free and open Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrew 
Langholf/released)                                                                                          

COLLIERVILLE, TENN. – U.S. 
Senator Marsha Blackburn (R-
Tenn.) was in Collierville, Tenn. 
on November 15 to personally 
thank emergency personnel who 
responded to the September 23 
Kroger shooting. 
 “Tennesseans are indebted to the 
brave men and women who put 
their lives on the line to help save 
innocent civilians,” said Senator 

 WASHINGTON D.C. -- On No-
vember 30, Black Veterans Proj-
ect (BVP) Co-Founder Richard 
Brookshire attended the signing 
of S. 1031 by President Biden, a 
bill requiring the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) to 
assess racial or ethnic disparities 
in compensation paid by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) to veterans who have dis-
abilities resulting from medical 
conditions or injuries incurred or 
aggravated while on active mili-

Black Veterans Project attends signing of bill by Biden 
to require study on racial disparities in vet benefits

tary duty.  
 "S. 1031 comes after decades of 
Black veterans decrying racism 
in access to veterans' disability 
benefits. Trillions of dollars have 
been stripped from Black vet-
erans and their families through 
benefit obstruction and gross 
negligence by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to address rac-
ism and discrimination forth-
rightly. This oversight has not 
only exacerbated outcomes re-
lated to homelessness and health 

disparities, it also serves as a 
shameful reminder on the failure 
of our government to recognize 
the service and sacrifice of Black 
Veterans who serve" said Rich-
ard Brookshire, Co-Founder and 
Executive Director of the Black 
Veterans Project.  
 
The move to study racial dispar-
ities in veterans benefits was 
compelled in part by a year-long 
advocacy and litigation effort by 
Black Veterans Project, The Na-

tional Veterans Council for Legal 
Redress and Yale Law School's 
Veterans Legal Services Clinic to 
compel VA to be fully forthcom-
ing in producing requested data 
and records on disability com-
pensation benefits and healthcare 
services. 
Litigation of Freedom of Infor-
mation Act Requests made by 
Black Veterans Project remains 
ongoing.  
 
Black Veterans Project (BVP) 

advances research and public 
education to address long-stand-
ing racial inequities across the 
military and veteran landscape. 
BVP is a subsidiary of the Black 
Veterans Empowerment Council 
(BVEC) — a coalition of na-
tional, state and local veteran or-
ganizations seeking to shift 
long-standing racial, economic 
and social inequalities suffered by 
Black veterans in the United 
States. 

Memphian Damage Controlman 2nd Class Kenneth 
Pratcher serves as part of Destroyer Squadron Seven

 Join VA’s iRest Yoga Nidra Med-
itation phone-based classes to 
help you relax deeply, release 
stress, increase resiliency, and 
more. This free class takes place 
every Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. ET 
and every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 
ET. It is designed for all Veterans.  
Join as many classes as you wish. 
No registration required.  
 
Call-in information for classes 
 
Tuesdays, 5:00 p.m. ET             
Thursdays, 8:00 p.m. ET 
Phone: 404-397-1596 or          
Phone:  404-397-1596 or 
833-558-0712 (toll free)          
833-558-0712 (toll free) 
 
Access code: 433 794 55                   
Access code: 199 731 636 
  
 Learn more at this class from 
VA’s War Related Illness and In-
jury Study Center at yoga-nidra-
meditation-veteran-DC-CA-WRI
ISC-combined-flyer.pdf (va.gov) 
and Integrative Health and Well-
ness at the DC WRIISC - War 
Related Illness and Injury Study 
Center (va.gov). 

Vets can do 
 free phone-

based  
meditation 

classes 

U.S. Sen. Marsha Blackburn gives a Thanksgiving ‘thanks’ to  first 
responders in Collierville for their help during a grocery store shooting 

  
Sen. Marsha Blackburn 
stopped in to thank ded-
icated first  responders 
who quickly came to the 

aid during a Kroger 
shooting in September.  

  
Pictured (L-R): Collier-
ville Fire Chief Buddy 
Billings, U.S. Senator 
Marsha Blackburn,  

Police Chief Dale Lane, 
Assistant Police Chief 

Jeff Abeln, and  
Collierville Mayor  

Stan Joyner.

“Tennesseans are indebted to 
the brave men and women who 
put their lives on the line to help 
save innocent civilians,” said 
Senator Blackburn. 
Blackburn. “I was glad to have 
the opportunity to thank Collier-
ville Police Chief Dale Lane, As-
sistant Police Chief Jeff Abeln, 
and Fire Chief Buddy Billings. 
We are grateful for their service 
and for the outpouring of support 
the town received during a dev-
astating time.”   


